
U.S. Department of Labor   

Occupational Safety and Health Administration                                 
     

OSHA Standards Applicable to Medical and Dental Offices 
(This can only be a best guess as to what standards would apply since each facility has its own 
unique hazards.)  (OSHA standards are designed to protect the employees, not your patients.)  
(Check out OSHA’s website (http://www.osha.gov) for all of OSHA’s standards and other 
publications and resource materials.) 
 
1903.002 OSHA Poster 

(Must post OSHA poster for employees to view.) 
 
1910.37 Means of Egress 
  (Ensure all exits are not blocked and well labeled.) 
 
1910.38 Emergency Action Plan 

(Plan how to evacuate in case of fire or other emergency and train employees.) 
 
1910.101 Compressed Gases 
  (Compressed gas cylinders such as oxygen & anesthetic gases need to stored in a 
  secure location so they cannot fall over and valve caps must be on when stored.) 
 
1910.132 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

(Need to conduct ppe assessment, select appropriate ppe, and train employees.) 
 
1910.134 Respiratory Protection  

(Requires written program, fit testing, medical determination, and training.)   
 
1910.141 Sanitation  
  (Requirements for bathrooms, drinking water, and housekeeping.) 
 
1910.151 First Aid  

(1st aid treatment and supplies must be within 3-4 minutes, eye washes must be where 
there are corrosive chemicals, must have 15 min. continuous flush.) 

 
1910.157 Fire Extinguishers 

(If you have fire extinguishers, on an annual basis inform employees how to use or not to 
use them.) 

 
1910.304 Wiring Design and Protection 
  (All portable electrical equipment must be grounded or double insulated.) 
 
1910.1020 Access to Medical and Exposure Records 

(Must inform employees annually of their right to access medical and exposure records, 
the existence, location and availability of the records, and the person responsible.  Also 
requires record retention.) 

   
1910.1030 Bloodborne Pathogens 
  (Need written program, offer Hep B vaccine, test for vaccine efficacy 1 – 2 months after 

third shot, use universal precautions, implement engineering controls e.g. safe needle 
devices, sharps containers, housekeeping issues, post exposure follow-up and 
prophylaxis, annual training.  Include Hepatitis C.) 

 
1910.1048 Formaldehyde 

(Has exposure limits.  Monitoring, laundry, signage, medical surveillance, and training 
requirements.) 

 
 
 



 
1910.1200 Chemical Hazard Communication 

(Need to have a written compliance program, maintain a list of all chemicals, label 
chemical containers, have safety data sheets, and train employees.)(Liquid and 
powdered drugs are considered chemicals.)  New Requirements as of 12/1/2013. 

 
1910.1450 Laboratory Standard 
  (Need to write and implement a chemical hygiene plan.) 
 
General Duty Enforcement Procedures for Tuberculosis 
Clause  (Follow CDC Guidelines for TB including 2-step skin tests, training of employees, and 

maintenance procedures of ventilation and UV equipment.  Respirator Standard must be 
followed including annual fit testing.) 

 
  Waste Anesthetic Gases 
  (Use scavenger system to keep airborne exposures low.) 
 
  Hazardous Drugs 
  (Follow Guidelines in OSHA Technical Manual) 
 
  Ergonomics 
  (Avoid patient lifts, awkward postures.) 
 

 
Recommendations: Develop a safety and health program to show management commitment 
and employee involvement to protect employees from occupational hazards.  If you are handling 
patients, you may need to look at developing an ergonomics program.  Develop program to 
handle violence in the workplace. 
 
Request a site evaluation visit from the Illinois On-Site OSHA Consultation Service through the 
State of Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.  Call 1-800-972-4216 for 
a free, confidential visit. 
 
Sources for Disinfection and Sterilization Information: For questions about a low or 
intermediate level disinfectant, contact the manufacturer, or your local or state health 
department, or the Antimicrobial Program Branch of the EPA, 703-305-7443.  For a list of EPA 
registered tuberculocidal agents, call 1-800-447-6349. 
 
For questions about sterilants or how to clean, disinfect or sterilize a particular medical device, 
first contact the manufacturer of the product.  If you are unable to obtain sufficient information in 
this manner, contact the FDA regional office or the FDA Center for Devices and Radiological 
Health, 301-443-4690.  FDA is the federal regulator agency for safe and effective use of medical 
devices and is also responsible for sterilants. 
 
Source for Radiation Safety Information: Contact the Illinois Radiation Group at 217-785-
9900. 
 
OSHA Area Offices in Illinois: 
Chicago North   847-803-4800 
Aurora   630-896-8700 
Calumet City  708-891-3800 
Peoria   309-589-7326 
Fairview Hts.  618-632-8612 
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